
Part IV:  Other International Arrangements of Interest   

 

Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) 

 
The US has negotiated multiple bilateral and regional Free Trade Agreements (FTAs).  NOAA has the opportunity 

to participate in negotiation and implementation of these agreements, including the environmental chapter, the 

environmental assessment, the environmental cooperation agreement and associated work plan. 

 

 Environment Chapters of FTAs are negotiated by the United States Trade Representative (USTR), and 

formulated through an interagency process in the US, with public input. The text is generally similar across 

FTAs, with differences most apparent between developed and developing countries. Key provisions of 

these chapters include commitments to maintain high levels of environmental protection, to not waive or 

derogate from environmental laws to encourage trade or investment, and to not fail to effectively enforce 

one’s environmental laws.  Environment chapters also contain measures to enhance public participation and 

transparency in environmental and natural resource management.  Future trade agreements may also 

contain provisions that more specifically address trade-related conservation issues of interest to NOAA, 

including ocean governance and marine fisheries issues. 

  

 Environmental Assessments of FTAs are also prepared by USTR. These evaluate the anticipated impact of 

FTAs on the environment of all countries participating in the FTA. 

  

 The State Department negotiates Environmental Cooperation Agreements and associated Work Plans for 

each FTA. These may be binding or non-binding documents that address cooperative and capacity building 

work related to trade and the environment, and require varying levels of commitment from the participating 

countries.  

 

Staff Contacts 

 

NOAA: 

 

Kristen Koyama 

NOAA Office of International Affairs  

14th &Constitution Ave NW, Rm A300  

Washington, DC 20230  

Tel (202) 482-6196  

 

NOAA Fisheries: 

 

Elizabethann English  

Office of International Affairs and Seafood Inspection 

National Marine Fisheries Service, NOAA 

1315 East-West Hwy 

Silver Spring, MD  20910 

Telephone:  (301) 427-8362 

Fax:  (301) 713-2313 

Liz.English@noaa.gov 
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Department of State: 

 

Robert Wing 

Chief for Environment and Trade 

Office of Environmental Quality and Transboundary Issues 

Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs 
2201 C St. NW 

Washington, DC 20520 

Tel (202) 647-6780 

WingRD@state.gov 

 


